








the l"o}unty and the Board fa-vor C‘hriﬂtianls and that non-Chfistiﬁns like her, are (:-mtsidcar:s. In
addmon, at meetmgs such as the April 16 2012, and Maich 4, 2013 mee! mgs, M(lntag-qlcegel

felt coérced info participating in the Board’s sectarian prayets, which are nm in ac, lﬂadance with
i . ‘
her Towish faith. ‘ ' ‘ o |

12. iPlainiiff Robe:‘rt V:Oelklgill' isa lpng-time citizen and resident of Rowan County,
North Carolinz;a. He has been active iJ:,l the;: Rowan County c;::'11111r11;nity for years. ﬁffor example,
Voelker has atlended Board mee,tmgﬂ on Mmch 5, 2012; Apni 2, 2012 Apnil 16, j:$‘£I§I)12' May 7,
2012; January 7, 2013; Feb;‘umy 4, 42013; ‘and Maich 4, 913 In particular, lé has cl.oeely
followed the Board’s conside;ratior‘t ogfleduca.tional igsues, m_cjudmg its récent debatle- on thq new
| ‘ |

Rowan County-Salisbury School Administration building. Voelker intends to cont_li.al:ﬁue attending

Board meetings to follow local issues of inte{est to him. ‘ -

13. At each of the Board Jlneeiirlgs he has attendfad, Voelker has been subjected to
| !

official sectarian prayer. He objects 0 and is offended by thle Board’s seclarian prayer practice
because it affiliates the County w1t11 one palticulax faith, Cmistxamty, and sends & rlnessage that
’flie County and its commissioners 'Favor adherents of that falth. As Voelker isnota -Christiqn and
does not subscribe to the 1ehglou> tel:ef< promoted by the plavem the pi ayers make him 1ee!
excluded from the community and the local political pmres‘ At meetings, he also feels
pressured to stand and partlc;pate in 1he sectarian prayers t )dcause all Commlsswnﬂs and most
atidience members are standing a‘ncf the invocation is nmtné:d:a‘.teiy followed by the Pledge of
Allegiance, for which Voelker feels strongly that he needs to stani.d. |

14.  During the publid commients portion of a récent Board meeling, Vpelker

expressed his concern about the Hoatd’s sectarian prayer practice and proposed & non-sectatian

prayer that the Board could instead nse to open its meetings. He proposed this non-sectarian

Case 1:13-cv-00207-JAB-JLW Document 1 Filed 03/12/13 Paae 4 of 18




orayer so that non-Christians citizens, like him, could attend Bozrd meetings without feeling
| ' ‘ !

excluded by prayers and wit'rlo‘ut fepling erssured to participate in sectatian irvocations tha
| ! . |

aspouse specific religious beliefs they do not share. Voelker worries that :his failure ta
| : , , i ; ’

patticipate in th{: sectarian prayers and his open questioning of this practice will be noted by the
| ; . Hques ‘ _
IIBoard and make him a less effective advocate before the Board oh other issues ofiinterest to him

such as educational funding. He is|thus now hesitant to speak oul during Board meetings on

‘1|Jehalf of causes he suppoits.
15.  Defendant Rowan County (“Defendant” or the “County”) is one of the 100

counties of the State of North Carolina desigﬂated in N.C.G.S. § 155A-10 and has the capacity to
| ! '

. | : ! |

be sued in its own name under N.C.G.S, § 153A-11. Defendant exercises ifs power 3s a county
. | :

through its elected Board of Commissioners.

FACTUAL ALLEGATIONS

16.  Plaintiffs re-allege and incorporate by reference all o7 the preceding pa-agraphs of
this Complaint as if fully set out herein.

Meetings of the Board of Commissioncrs J

17, The Rowan County Board of Commissioners usuully meeis twice per month.
These meetings are open to the public and available for viewing online fhrough Defendant’s

i
websité,? |

2 Vidlleas of the Board’s meetings are available online dating back to November 5, 2007, at
http:/}’www.row'ancountync.gov{GOVERNMENT/ConnnissioMMediaArchive.aspx. : This
Complaint details the Board’s practices for all meetings held between November 5, 2007,
through Match 4, 2013, with the exception of (1) Board meetings tiat were,continued over from
a previous meeting that had already been called to order; and (2) the February 8, 2013, joint
meeting of the Board of Comthissioners and the Rowan-Salisbury School Board of Education,
which was conducted pursuant to a unique protocol. ;

5 -e
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us each and every day, especially during this time of the year when we celebr atb the
birth of your Son, our Savior, who came to show us how we should inferact with each
other Fm the benefit of each other, As servahts for this community, please help us s
the ccrnmissioners to really plctcﬁce that principle so that we can have a positive
effect on the lives of the citizens of the county, for your honor and glory, In Jesus’
ﬂ;z.‘rne we pray. Amen. December 13, 2010 (emphasis added).

Let us pray. Holy Spirit, open our hear r.s to Christ’s teachings, and enable us to
spread His message amongst the people we know and love through the applying of
the sacred words in everyday Iwes In Jesus’ name I pray. Amer. March 7, 2011
(emphasis added). |

Hfavqnly Father, we give you thanks for the many, many blessings thatfou give \o

. Let us ‘pzéy Lord, we confess that we have not loved you with all our heart, end
mind and strength, and that we have not loved one another as Christ loved us. We
have clso neglected o fol!ow the guidance of the Holy Spirit, and have allowed sin to
enter into.our lives. Forgive us for what we've been and by your spirit, direct what
we shall be. In Jesus’ name I pray. Amen, August 1, 2011 (emphasis added).

. Lzt us pray. Merciful God, although you made all people in your image, we confess
that wi: live with deep division. Although you sent Jesus to be Savior of fhc world, we
confess that we trect Him as our own personal God. Although you are one, and the
body of Christ is one, we fail to display that unity in our worship, our mission, and
our fellowship. Forgive owr pride and arrogance, heal our souls, and renew our
vision, For the sake of your Son, our Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, Amen. October
3, 2011 (emphasis added).

Lzt us'pray. Father we do thank you for your love, mercy, and your grace.. We thank
you for this time of the year when we celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ. Lovd, we
realize that the most important thing was not His birth, but His death that made a
way for us to have life, and have it more abundantly. We pray you would be with us
today;'give us grace and mercy. Lord, give us wisdom in the decisions that we need
to make. I pray that you would help us, God, to guide this county in a way that you
would. see fit. Lord, we thank you for it. Inn Jesus’ name, Amen. December 19, 2011
(émphms added).

LPt us pray. Our Heavenly Father, we e will never ever fmget that we are not alive
unless your life is in us. We have been blessed to be the recipients of your
immeesurable grace. We can’t be defeated, we can’t be destroved, and we can't be
deniea because we are going to live forever with you through the salvation of Jesus
Christ.  Lord, be with us today and provide us with your supreme guidance and
wisdoin as we conduct the business of Rowan County, And, as we pick up the Cross,
we will proclaim His name above all names, as the only way fo efernal life. I ask this
in the name of the King of Kings, the Lord. of Lords, Jesus Christ. March 5, 2012
(emphasis added).
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DATED: March 12,2013

Respectfully submitted,

{s/ Chuistopher A. Brook

Christopher A. Brook

NC Bar No. 33838

Legal Director, American Civil Liberties Union
of North Carclina Legal Foundation

Post Office Box 28004 |

Raleigh, North Carolina 27611

Télephone: (919) 834-3466

Facsimile: (866) 511-1344

Email: cbrook@acluofnc.org

Daniel Mach*

D.C. Bar No. 461652

Heather L. Weaver®

D.C. Bar No. 495582

ACLU Program on Freedorm of Religion and Belief
915 15th Street, NW

Washington, DC 20005

Tel: (202) 675-2330

Fax: (202) 546-0738

Email: dmach@aclu.org
hweaver@aclu.org

* Appearing pursuant to Local Rule 83.1(d)

Counsel for Plaintiffs

14
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I hereby cer‘tify that on March 12, 2013, I electronically filed|the foregoing Complaint
with the Clerk of Court using the CM/ECF system which will send not|fication of such filings to
the following counsel:

Jay Dees

Ketner & Dees, P.A.
121 East Kexr Street
Salisbury, NC 28144
jay@ketnerlaw.com
Counsel for Defendant

This is the 12th day of March, 2013.

[s/ Christopher A, B}'ook
Christophel A. Brook

15
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IN THE UNITED STA‘I‘I‘ S DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE MIDDLE DISTRICT OF NORTH CAROLINA
No. i

NANCY LUND, LIES A MONTAG-SIEGEL,

)
and ROBERT VOELKER, )
)
Plaintiffs, ) VERIFIED COMPLAINT FOR
: } DECLARATORY AND
V. ) INJUNCTIVE RELIEF AND
¥ : ) NOMINAL DAMAGES
ROWAN COUNTY, NORTH CAROLINA, ) | ,
| 3 | )
‘Defendarit, )
| )

|
VERIFICATION OF COMPLAINT

| I, NANCY LUND, verity, under penalty of perjury under the law:s of the United States of
America that the foregoing Complaint is true to the best of my knowledge, information, and
belief, is based upon my personal knowledge; and is true and correct.

" 'This the /¢ day of March, 2013.

Naney Lund Plam‘uff

Swom tg\ and subscribed before me,
A day of l\f?ch 3

2
%’;% N AZ{ ; / ? -
/ otary Public / My Commission Expires /&~ Z ‘(}/ 3

CHRISTOPHER A BROOK
NOTARY PUBLIC
ORANGE COUNTY, NC
| My Commissicn Expites 6-2-2015

Case 1:13~cv-00207-JAB—JLW Document 1 Filed 03/12/13 Page 17 of 18







