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respectively—worldwide in homicide rates.' It is difficult to overstate the violence that has
become endemic to the region, which is coupled with a breakdown of key state institutions,
including the police and the judiciary. In the vacuum, gangs exert unchecked control, backed

by violence over large swathes of the population. The States themselves are either powerless
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17.  Under these general conditions, women’s experiences are often exacerbated by gender
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face such difficult conditions in their origin countries, and reintegration in their communities
is so hard and traumatic, that they are highly likely to re-migrate.”

23.  Against this backdrop —a proper understanding of the conditions that lead to family
migration from Central America, and the motivations of the migrants as revealed in numerous
interviews — it is highly unlikely that increased detention of asylum seekers would have a

deterrent effect. That is because, given the dire context in which they have lived, detention,
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negative conditions that families have factored into their decision to leave. Compared to the
others expected risks — such as rape or death — detention is actually less serious and thus less
likely to function as a significant deterrent.

24.  In addition, the government’s declarations appear to rely on statements given by
migrants, at least some of whom appear to be detained, to border patrol agents. See, e.g.,
Johnson Dec. 1 7; Vitiello Dec. 199, 10, 11. Such statements are inherently unreliable. Due
to a long history of human rights abuses by authorities in the Northern Triangle, these
migrants’ fear of authorities clouds any interaction they may have with border patrol agents
(who are uniformed and represent authority/law enforcement). Thus, it would not be

surprising, especially in the context of interviews with migrants that take place while they are
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29.  Without looking more specifically at the effect of Mexico’s efforts, it is simply
impossible to assess whether an expansion of family detention is having any deterrent effect
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1. I :ir ‘:ﬂ ‘r"-n‘ ,!-J 'ilﬁl B 5 I I R p—— T4l e rfwl‘aﬂﬁ%f‘ fa-"f

new enforcement policies.

1.  Compensation
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