
DECLARATION OF CECILIA MENJIVAR

I, Cecilia Menji'var, declare as follows:

I make this declaration basedon my own personalknowledge and if called to testify I

could and would do so competently as follows:

1. Qualifications

1. I am the Cowden Distinguished Professor in theSchool of Social andFamily

Dynamics at Arizona StateUniversity, a position I have held since2008.

2. I received my Ph.D. in Sociology from the University of California, Davis in 1992.

My doctoral dissertation wastitled "Salvadoran Migration to the U.S.: The Dynamics of

Social Networks in International Migration."

3. Since 1996,1 have been a full-time faculty memberat ArizonaState University,

where my teaching and scholarship has focused onwomen and gender in Central America,

immigration, and sociological research methods.

4. Inaddition tomy primary faculty position, I have and continue toserve asanaffiliate

of the Women's Studies Program, the Asian Pacific American Studies Program, and School

of Transborder Studies at Arizona State University.

5. Additionally, in 2012-2013,1 served as non-resident Senior Fellow at the

Immigration Policy Institute, American Immigration Council, where I co-authored a report on

immigrant women in the legalization process. I am currently a member of theNational

Academy of Sciences panel on immigrant integration. I amfurther responsible for

sununarizing and representing the most important sociological research about andfrom

Central America for the Library of Congress' Handbook on Latin American Studies.

6. I am the authoror editor of six books addressing violence,gender, and immigration,

primarily focusing on thecontext of Central American states. Myfirstpublished book.

Fragmented Ties: Salvadoran Immigrant Networks inAmerica^ was named oneof the twelve
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most influential books on the family since 2000 in a review published in the journal

ContemporarySociology. My second monograph, Enduring Violence: Ladina Women's Lives

in Guatemala^ waspublished by the University of California Press in 2011; theSpanish

translation was published in Guatemala in 2014.1 just finished co-writinga book on

immigrant families thatwillbepublished in early 2016. In addition, I have edited several

volumes of essays and articles related to immigration and the livesof Central American and

migrant women.

7. Since1993 I havepublished more than 100peer-reviewed scholarly articles, book

chapters, and contributions toencyclopedias, many of which present theresults oforiginal

quantitative and qualitative research about migration to the United States from Central

America. A completelist of mypublications is includedin my C.V.

8. I currently sit on theEditorial Board of seven journals dedicated to the fields of

sociology and migration.

9. Between 2011 and thepresent, I have previously provided affidavits or testimony as

an expert witness in nineteen cases in immigration court or asylum
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migration and gender, and gender and violence in Central America; and my understanding of

prevailingnormsof social science research methods as developed through my training,

scholarship and teaching.

12. It is my opinion that theJohnson,Vitiello, and Homan declarations (hereinafter,

"declarations"unless otherwisedifferentiated) suffer from shared flaws that render their

opinions regarding detention and its deterrent effects unreliable and invalid.

13. First, the declarationsmisidentify the motives of migrant families who are traveling to

the United States, specifically those whoarrive seeking asylum. Second, they are based on

an inaccurate reading of recent statistics showing a decline in the number of Central

American families apprehended at the border.

The Misidentification of Motives of Migrant Families.

14. Overthecourse of mycareer, I have interviewed close to twohundred migrants from

Guatemala, El Salvador, and Honduras in the United States,as wellas



respectively—^worldwide in homicide rates. ^It isdifficult to overstate the violence that has

become endemic to the region, which is coupled witha breakdown of keystate institutions,

including thepolice and thejudiciary. In thevacuum, gangs
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facesuch difficult conditions in theirorigin countries, and reintegration in theircommunities

isso hard and traumatic, that they are highly likely to re-migrate.^

23. Against this backdrop - a proper understanding of the conditions that lead to family

migration from Central America, and the motivations of the migrants as revealed in numerous

interviews - it is highly unlikely that increased detention of asylum seekers would have a

deterrent effect. Thatiscommunit5tg606venb7S82
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26. As an initial matter, it is extremely difficult to establish a causal effect between

detention and deterrence. While there are scientifically valid methods capable of isolating

such causal effects, the declarationsemploy none of these.There are multiple other factors

that can influence the numberof migrants who come to the United States, including, for

example seasonal changes, with travel sharply decreasing during thecolder months. A basic

rule of sociological research is that examination of onefactor alone is insufficient to predict
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