


 
 

suicides, sexual abuse, and denial of medical care.1 When deprivation of physical 
liberty is at stake, profiteering should never be part of the equation. Following the 





allow people to remain with their families in the community while they undergo 
immigration proceedings.       

 
By adopting these critical reforms, H.R. 3923 will significantly reduce the fiscal and human 
costs of the current mass detention apparatus, end the detention profiteering that dominates the 
current system, and bring immigration custody decisions in line with fundamental norms of 
fairness.  

Federal courts have recognized that the goals served by the immigrant detention system are to 
ensure that immigrants attend their immigration proceedings and address any public safety risks 
posed by an individual’s release. Instead, however, the mass detention of immigrants is punitive 
and inhumane, wrongly enriches detention profiteers, inflicts harms wildly out of proportion to 
the government’s stated interests, and raises grave human rights and civil rights concerns. This 
Act will fundamentally reshape that system to remove the profit motive, impose binding 
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