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Religious questioning 

From my blackberry 
Margo Schlanger 

 

From: 
Sent: Wednesda , May 04, 2011 08:01 PM 
To: 
Cc: Schlanger, Margo 
Subject: RE: Request for confirmation and comment 

Thanks. Margo, are you a lawyer? The reporter refers to you as one, so wanted to make sure that is correct. 

Thanks, 

(b) (6) 

Office of Public Affairs, U.S. Department of Homeland Security 
(b) (6,) 

From: (b) (6) 

Sent: Wednesda 
To: (b) (6) 

Cc: Schlanger, Margo 
Subject: RE: Request for confirmation and comment 

+ Margo 

From: 

To: 
Sent: Wednesda May 04, 2011 7:50 PM 

(b) (6) 

Subject: RE: Request for confirmation and comment 

Sorry for the delay—had to track this down. Sending this to you as we need to protect PII, so it's not for public release. 
If this is going to be shared more broadly, it should be a redacted version that wipes out the names. We don't generally 
proactively release these, though of course they are foiable. 

Thanks, 

(b) (6) 
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(b) (6) (b) (6) [mailto From: 
Sent: Wednesda 
To: (b) (6) 

Subject: RE: Request for confirmation and comment 

Ok, thanks. Sooner the better. It's the only thing keeping me here. 

(b) (6) 

Office of Public Affairs, U.S. Department of Homeland Security 
(b) (6) 

From: (b) (6) 	[mailto 
Sent: Wednesda , May 04, 2011 7:18 PM 
To: (b) (6) 	3; Chandler, Matthew M; Inquiry, Media; Kudwa, Amy; ROE, MELANIE N.; EASTERLING, LLOYD M; 
FRIEL, MICHAEL 3; BURKE, (b) (6) L; Sandweg, John; Allen-Gifford, Patrice; Mcnamara, Phil; (b) (6) 
Cc: Schlanger, Margo 
Subject: Re: Request for confirmation and comment 

(b) 

That bullet is no longer correct. We have received the individual allegations. 
I'll send the letter over shortly. 

(b) (6) 

Sent from my BlackBerry wireless communicator 

May 04, 2011 7:43 PM 

(b) (6) 

(b) (6) 

From: (b) (6) 	[mailto 
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(b) (6) 

(b) (6) 
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Cc: Runk, David; Berris, Randi; apmichigan©ap.org 
Subject: Request for confirmation and comment 

Hello DHS Public Affairs, 

I just got this email from CAIR. I'd like to confirm the quotes from the DHS lawyer are accurate and also to afford the 
department the chance to add any comment it might have on this matter. 

Please call me at (b) (6) 	or email me, using the "reply all" option. 

Thanks for your help. 

David Goodman 
Associated Press, Detroit 

From: Ibrahim Hooper (b) (6) 

Sent: Wednesday, May 04, 2011 4:48 PM 
To: Recipient list suppressed 
Subject: DHS to Probe CAIR-MI Complaints on Border Questioning of Muslims 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

DHS to Probe CAIR-MI Complaints on Border Questioning of Muslims 

(SOUTHFIELD, MI, 5/4/11) -- The Michigan chapter of the Council on American-Islamic Relations (CAIR-
MI) today welcomed a decision by the U.S. Department of Homeland Security (DHS) Office for Civil Rights 
and Civil Liberties (CRCL) to launch an investigation into potential civil rights violations and profiling of 
Muslims by U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP) personnel at the United States-Canada border. 

On March 24, CAIR-MI filed complaints with both DHS and the Department of Justice (DOJ) seeking civil and 
potentially criminal investigations into dozens of reports from constituents who reported that CBP agents 
pointed firearms at them, detained and handcuffed them without predication of crimes or charges, and 
questioned them about their worship habits. 

Questions reportedly asked of Michigan Muslims by CBP agents have included: 

* How many times a day do you pray? 
* Do you pray your morning prayer in the mosque? 
* Who else prays in your mosque? 

Those detained by CBP agents report that the same questions are asked every time they crossed the border. 

Video: Muslims Say They've Been Harassed at Border (CAIR) 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6mpy58peP 8  

In a letter to CAIR-MI Staff Attorney Lena Masri, DHS Officer for Civil Rights and Civil Liberties Margo 
Schlanger wrote in part: 

"The Office for Civil Rights and Civil Liberties received information from you on March 24, 2011, concerning 
repeated handcuffing, brandishing of weapons, prolonged detentions, invasive and humiliating body searches at 
the border, and inappropriate questioning that pertains to religion and religious practices by U.S. Customs and 
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Border Protection (CBP) personnel. 

"Under 6 U.S.C. § 345 and 42 U.S.C. § 2000ee-1, the Office for Civil Rights and Civil Liberties has the 
responsibility to review and assess complaints against Department of Homeland Security employees and 
officials concerning violations of civil rights, civil liberties, and profiling on the basis of race, ethnicity, or 
religion. CRCL has received a number of complaints like yours, alleging that U.S. Customs and Border 
Protection (CBP) officers have engaged in inappropriate questioning about religious affiliation and practices 
during border screening. We will add these complaints to the investigation we are opening on this subject.. . 

"This Office takes allegations of violations of civil rights and civil liberties very seriously. The purpose of our 
review is to assess if your complaint implicates issues that should be addressed by Department of Homeland 
Security management." 

"We welcome the Department of Homeland Security's decision to launch an investigation into these disturbing 
allegations of civil rights violations and ethnic and religious profiling," said CAIR-MI Staff Attorney Lena 
Masri. 

CAIR is America's largest Muslim civil liberties and advocacy organization. Its mission is to enhance the 
understanding of Islam, encourage dialogue, protect civil liberties, empower American Muslims, and build 
coalitions that promote justice and mutual understanding. 
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