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ICE frequently makes mistakes.  

�)�P�M�E�J�O�H���Q�F�P�Q�M�F���B�U���*�$�&�n�T���S�F�R�V�F�T�U���J�T���F�Y�Q�F�O�T�J�W�F���G�P�S���U�I�F���T�U�B�U�F���P�S���M�P�D�B�M���D�P�N�N�V�O�J�U�Z�������*�$�&���I�B�T���T�U�B�U�F�E���U�I�B�U��
it �o�E�P�F�T���O�P�U���S�F�J�N�C�V�S�T�F���M�P�D�B�M�J�U�J�F�T���G�P�S���E�F�U�B�J�O�J�O�H���B�O�Z���J�O�E�J�W�J�E�V�B�M���V�O�U�J�M���*�$�&���I�B�T���B�T�T�V�N�F�E���B�D�U�V�B�M���D�V�T�U�P�E�Z��
�P�G���U�I�F���J�O�E�J�W�J�E�V�B�M���p  �:�P�V�S���E�F�Q�B�S�U�N�F�O�U���X�J�M�M���Q�B�Z���U�I�F���D�P�T�U�T���P�G���I�P�M�E�J�O�H���Q�F�P�Q�M�F���B�U���*�$�&�n�T���S�F�R�V�F�T�U�s and  
these costs can be substantial.  They can amount to millions of dollars of state or local money   
�C�F�J�O�H���T�Q�F�O�U���G�P�S���*�$�&�n�T���C�F�O�F�G�J�U�������'�P�S���F�Y�B�N�Q�M�F�
���B�������������T�U�V�E�Z���G�P�V�O�E���U�I�B�U���-�P�T���"�O�H�F�M�F�T���$�P�V�O�U�Z���U�B�Y�Q�B�Z�F�S�T��
spend over $26 million per year  on ICE detainers. 

In addition to the costs of detention, your agency faces the costs of legal liability if you choose to comply with ICE  
detainers.  Detainer lawsuits are regular occurrences, and although the request comes from ICE, the choice to 
comply means a state, county, or city is liable for potential damages.  In 2011, for example, Jefferson County in 
Colorado agreed to pay $40,000 �B�G�U�F�S���I�P�M�E�J�O�H���B���N�B�O���J�O���K�B�J�M���G�P�S���������E�B�Z�T���P�O���B�O���*�$�&���E�F�U�B�J�O�F�S���	�X�F�M�M���Q�B�T�U���U�I�F���E�F�U�B�J�O�F�S�n�T��
own time limit).  In 2008, New York City agreed to pay $145,000 to settle a lawsuit by a man who was wrongly held 
on ICE detainers for a total of 140 days.  And in 2010, Spokane County, Washington, agreed to pay a $35,000  
settlement  to a man who was wrongly held without bail for 20 days because of an ICE detainer. 

 
 
 
 

ICE issues erroneous detainers with disturbing regularity.  In Washington State, for example,  
Rennison Castillo, a U.S. citizen and army veteran, was held for seven months in immigration   
detention after ICE placed a detainer on him�s despite his multiple attempts to prove his citizenship.  
After his release, ICE admitted their mistake, saying they had misspelled his name in their records  
and had assigned him multiple file numbers.   

ICE has made many similar errors around the country in recent years.  For example, in California,  
a U.S. citizen named Antonio Montejano was imprisoned because of an ICE detainer for four days after he should 
�I�B�W�F���C�F�F�O���S�F�M�F�B�T�F�E�������"�M�U�I�P�V�H�I���.�S�����.�P�O�U�F�K�B�O�P���X�B�T���C�P�S�O���J�O���-�P�T���"�O�H�F�M�F�T�
���I�F���o�U�S�J�H�H�F�S�F�E���B���Q�P�T�J�U�J�W�F���N�B�U�D�I�p���J�O���*�$�&�n�T��
database because ICE had wrongly deported him in 1996 and failed to correct its records.  And in Rhode Island, 
Ada Morales, who became a naturalized U.S. citizen in 1995, has been wrongly held in jail twice on ICE detainers 
because ICE never updated its records. 

When your department chooses to comply with ICE detainers, people in the community may come 
to see you as an arm of ICE.  This perception can have devastating consequences for community 
relations, �F�S�P�E�J�O�H���Q�F�P�Q�M�F�n�T���U�S�V�T�U in your officers and making them reluctant to come forward and 
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