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AMERICAN CIVIL LIBERTIES 

UNION FOUNDATION 

Re: Request Under Freedom of Information Act 
(Expedited Processing Requested) 

To Whom It May Concern: 

The American Civil Liberties Union and the American Civil Liberties 
Union Foundation (together, the "ACLU") 1 submit this Freedom of 
Information Act ("FOIA") request for records concerning the legal authority 
of the President ofthe United States to use military force against the Islamic 
State in Iraq and Syria ("ISIS"i including any Department of Justice Office of 
Legal Counsel memorandum or other written legal opinions (the j
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see also 32 C.P.R.§ 286.4(d)(3)(ii)(A); 22 C.P.R.§ 171.12(b)(2)(i). 

A. The 
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are frequently interviewed 
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The ACLU plans to analyze and disseminate to the public the 
information gathered through this Request. The records requested are not 
sought for commercial use, and the ACLU plans to disseminate the 
information disclosed as a result of this Request to the public at no cost.15 

B. The records sought are urgently needed to inform the public about 
actual or alleged government activity. 

These records are urgently needed to inform the public about actual or 
alleged government activity; moreover, the records sought relate to a breaking 
news story of general public interest. See 32 C.P.R.§ 1900.34(c)(2); 28 C.P.R. 
§ 16.5(d)(l)(ii); 32 C.P.R. § 286.4(d)(3)(ii)(A); 22 C.P.R.§ 171.12(b)(2). 
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the news media.'" 132 Cong. Rec. S14292 (daily ed. Sept. 30, 1986). Indeed, 
the ACLU recently was held to be a "representative of the news media." Serv. 
Women's Action Networkv. Dep't ofDef, No. 3:11CV1534 (MRK), 2012 
WL 3683399, at *3 (D. Conn. May 14, 2012); accord Am. Civil Liberties 
Union of Wash. v. U.S. Dep 't of Justice, No. C09-0642RSL, 2011 WL 
887731, at *10 (W.D. Wash. Mar. 10, 2011), reconsidered in part on other 
grounds, 2011 WL 1900140 (W.D. Wash. May 19, 2011). 

* * * 
Pursuant to applicable statutes and regulations, the ACLU expects a 

determination regarding expedited processing within 10 days. See 5 U.S.C. § 
552(a)(6)(E)(ii)(l); 32 C.F.R. § 1900.21(d); 28 C.F.R. § 16.5(d)(4); 32 C.F.R. 
§ 286.4(d)(3); 22 C.F.R. § 171.12(b). 

If the Request is denied in whole or in part, the ACLU asks that you 
justify all deletions by reference to specific exemptions to FOIA. The ACLU 
expects the release of all segregable portions of otherwise exempt material. 
The ACLU reserves the right to appeal a decision to withhold any information 
or deny a waiver of fees. 

Thank you for your prompt attention to this matter. Please furnish the 
applicable records to: 

Marcellene E. Hearn 
American Civil Liberties Union 
125 Broad Street-18th Floor 
New York, NY 10004 
Tel: 212.549.2622 
Fax: 212.549.2654 
mhearn@aclu.org 

I affirm that the information provided supporting the request for 
expedited processing is true and correct to the best of my knowledge and 
belief. See 5 

ld any afRe Tf
0fully,st E. Hearn 
A m e r i 2 7 n  C i v i l  


